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IDBE@20 Bursary 
Competition – and 
the winner 
is…..Trevor Bullen 
Trevor is a founding 
partner of the 
Caribbean Office of 
Co-Operative 
Architecture (COCOA), 
which he founded in 
2000. He has worked 
on a wide range of 
architecture, 
landscape 
architecture and 
planning projects in 

the Caribbean, the United States and Europe. Trevor and 
his firm COCOA have received numerous awards including 
the competition to design Grenada's new house of 
parliament. He studied architecture at the City College of 
New York, receiving a Bachelor of Science degree in 1992, 
and at Harvard University's Graduate School of Design 
where he received a Master of Architecture degree in 
1997. In addition to practice, he has taught architecture at 
the Boston Architectural Center, the City College of New 
York and with Rotterdam based landscape architect 
Ardiaan Geuze at Harvard University. 

 

On winning the prize Trevor said, ‘As a person who is mid- 
career, winning the bursary represents an incredible op- 
portunity to 1) reflect on my career to date, 2) take time to 
explore a topic of interest in a focused way and 3) re- 
energize my career with a new skill set and enhanced pro- 
fessional network. I am really looking forward to the time 
away from the office where I can immerse myself in 
thought provoking discussions and concepts as well as 
sharing my experiences with my peers. Last but not least I 
am very, very excited at the prospect of studying in Cam- 
bridge, one of the world's leading thought centres.’ 
 
Trevor will join the 21st cohort of the IDBE programme in 
September. 
 

Applications for September 2014 
The closing date for applications is 31st July 2014. Don’t 
miss the deadline! We are unable to accept applications 
after this date. 

The IDBE@20 big discussion: Setting the focus for 
the next 20 years 

 

‘Over the lifetime of the IDBE, has our industry 
become increasingly interdisciplinary, or just 

increasingly diverse? 
How do we get to an integrated future?’ 

 

It has been twenty years since the publication of the Lat- 
ham report, one of the drivers for the creation of the 
innovative IDBE course. Twenty years later IDBE is more 
relevant than ever, supporting early – mid career 
professionals into positions of leadership through the 
challenges of a rapidly changing construction sector. To 
celebrate our anniversary, the IDBE Masters Programme is 
hosting an event on Saturday 20th September from 4-6pm 
at Wolfson College. The event starts with a panel discussion 
between Sophie la Bourva, Associate Director at Arup and 
alumna of the course from one of the earliest years, Sunand 
Prasad, Senior Partner of Penoyre and Prasad and President 
of the RIBA from 2007-2009, and Peter Guthrie OBE, 
Professor of Sustainable Development at the University of 
Cambridge. The discussion will be chaired by Pam Alexander 
OBE, Chair of CABE at the Design Council. 
 

The discussion will be followed by drinks until 7.00pm. 
There is no cost for attending this, but please email 
idbe@arct.cam.ac.uk to reserve a place. All welcome. 
 

At 7.00pm the event will move to Newnham College for a 
celebratory three course dinner. The cost of the dinner is 
£40.00 (£20.00 for current students). Booking details will 
be posted on the IDBE website. 
 

June Course Week 
Cohort 20 recently finished their fourth residential week, 
the theme of which was the individual, teamwork, and 
leadership. Students attended workshops that included 
presentation skills, Myers Briggs, and the marshmallow 
challenge! As this is the end of their first year, students 
also gave presentations on their thesis proposals. A broad 
range of stimulating topics were presented including; 
quantifying impacts of sustainability measures, embodied 
carbon for building materials, improving design team 
interactions, built environment issues relevant to 
developing countries, strategic urban planning, and 
heritage conservation. Students celebrated the end of their 
year by going for a group punt on the Friday afternoon, 
followed by the Wolfson May Ball. 
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IDBE course team news 
2014 has seen a rapidly growing ground swell of interest 
in embodied carbon, as demonstrated by the high levels 
of participation in Embodied Carbon Week in April. 
Actions from that week led to the formation of an 
industry task force led by Guy Battle and Simon Sturgis, 
and including a number of the key individuals working in 
the area. Alice was invited to join them, and to co-author 
the report ‘Embodied Carbon Industry Task Force 
Recommendations’.  This suggests a number of routes to 
standardise measurements, and proposes that embodied 
carbon should be included as an allowable solution within 
Part L of the UK Building Regulations. The document is 
now with Eric Pickles at the DCLG. 

 

Kayla’s PhD research into planning as a barrier to energy 
efficiency improvements of conservation properties in 
London continues to create a bubble of interest. At the 
start of July she presented to the kick-off meeting of the 
Better Buildings Partnership Heritage Buildings Working 
Group. The Better Buildings Partnership (BBP) is a 
collaboration of the UK’s leading commercial property 
owners who are working to develop solutions to improve 
the sustainability of existing commercial building stock 
and achieve substantial CO2 savings. 

 

Sebastian continues to be involved in 'Architecture and 
Sustainable Urban Development Based on Eco-Humanistic 
Principles and Advanced Technologies without Losing 
Identity' which is a three-year project (2012-2015) funded 
by the European Commission under its TEMPUS pro- 
gramme. Led by Milan Polytechnic ('Polimi'), it involves 
five other European universities including Cambridge and 
an equivalent number in the Ukraine. At its simplest, its 
aim is to establish and deliver postgraduate courses in the 
Ukraine drawing on European academic expertise in sus- 
tainable urban development. A year ago we hosted a 
hugely successful week for the Ukrainians in Cambridge 
with lectures and site visits to the new housing develop- 
ments on Cambridge's southern fringe, and successful 
workshops were held earlier this year in Lyon and 
Zaragoza. Sebastian very much hopes to get to the 
Ukraine eventually! 

 

Publications from the IDBE 
This has been an excellent year for IDBE students and 
graduates publishing peer-reviewed research. From 
Cohort 18, Cham Ariyaratne has just presented her thesis 
on ‘Stand-alone calculation tools are not the answer to 
embodied carbon assessment’ at the 6th International 
Conference on Sustainability in Energy and Buildings (SEB- 
14) in Cardiff. The paper will also be published in Energy 
Procedia. Martin Watson and Tessa Brunette (both IDBE 
18) will both be presenting their work at the XXV 
International Union of Architects World Congress in 
Durban in August. 

 

Paulo Perugini (IDBE19) presented his paper on ‘Pier Luigi 
Nervi's Columns: Flow of Lines and Forces’ at the 
International Association for Shell and Spatial Structures 
(IASS) Symposium in September 2013 in Poland, and the 
paper has also been published in The Journal of the 
International Association for Shell and Spatial Structures. 
 

Ade Adebayo (IDBE16) is currently co-authoring a book 
chapter with Alice on the subject of his thesis, ‘The role of 
the end user in low energy schools design’. The chapter 
will be part of a CIB co-authored book on Clients and 
Users, to be published by Taylor and Francis in mid 2015. 
 

Alumni news 
Geraint Evans (IDBE2) is a judge for the RICS Awards 
Wales. In 2014 a very different project to usual was the 
overall winner. The complete refurbishment of the 
Georgian Townhouse, Llanelly House, first came to public 
prominence in 2003 when Griff Rhys-Jones championed 
the project on BBC 2’s “Restoration” series. Media 
interest continued with BBC2 recently screening an hour 
long documentary programme showing the last three 
years of the ten year restoration project. 
 

 
 
“The house was both ignored and forgotten about for 
decades, simply becoming incorporated first into a parade 
of shops and then as an extension to a pedestrianized 
shopping centre. Like many industrial towns, the landowner 
first builds his house on land he owns and the town grows 
around it. He then moves to the country mansion and the 
original house is usually lost. The vision and 
uncompromising thoroughness of the restoration was truly 
stunning”. 
 

Geraint founded Bureau Property Consultants in 1997. He 
is a Fellow of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
and a Member of the Chartered Institute of Marketing. He 
has executive responsibility for all valuation matters. He is 
a RICS Registered Valuer. 
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