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Eco-refurbishment and the 
Green Deal
• The Green Register 
• Introduction & the scale of the problem
• The Green Deal in detail
• Refreshments
• Case study #1: Victorian house with internal wall 
insulation
• Case study #2: 1930’s house with external insulation
• lunch and networking

The Green Register
• Started in 2000
• Independent, self funded
•Three core goals:

• unbiased information
• networking opportunitiesnetworking opportunities
• the Register of construction professionals

• Routes to membership:
• Low Carbon Technologies (London, 11th October)
• Super E conference (Cardiff, 4th November)
• Masterclass in Building Regulations (London, 24th Nov)
• Full day eco-refurb in Bristol (3rd Nov) & London (2 Dec)

Refurbishment
• Over 80% of the 2025 building stock 

has already been built
• 80% of 2050’s housing stock is already 

built
• 60% of all buildings we will be using in 

21st Century already exist
• half the existing stock of 27 million 

homes is more than half a century old

22%17%

3%

Pre 1920
1921-1945

The age of our existing 
housing stock

21%
37%

1946-1980
1980-present
mixed

Refurbishment
• Existing stock well below current 

standards
• Existing conditions can limit solutions
• Planning restrictions need to be relaxedg
• Historic buildings particularly challenging
• www.greenstreet.org.uk - solutions for 

refurbishment of housing
• But...we DO need to tackle the existing 

stock
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A:  80%

Q1: how much does the 
government intend to reduce the 
UK’s carbon emissions by 2050?

B:  27%
C:  55%

80% reduction 
in UK carbon 

emissions
by 2050

A:  55%

Q1: how much of the UK’s 
carbon emissions come from 
homes?

B:  36%
C:  27%

27% of UK 
carbon 

emissions come 
f h

27m 
homesfrom homes homes

Royal Commission on Environment Pollution, 2007

How do we achieve this...?

‘the cheapest way of closing the 
gap between energy demand and 
supply is to cut energy use’ 
Secretary of State Chris Huhne MP, 27th July 2010

‘E  ffi i  i  th  t ‘Energy efficiency is the most 
important and the best value for 
money in terms of saving carbon’ 
Minister of State Greg Barker MP 30th June 2010
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7m homes to by 2020

former government’s ambition

be 
retrofitted 

y

Opportunities for the 
construction industry
• Over £23 billion currently 

spent on home maintenance
• Opportunity for low carbon 

retrofit estimated between 
£3.5 and £6.5 billion a year 
but potentially much higher

• 65 - 70,000 new jobs will be 
created...?

www.storm-windows.co.uk



9/30/2011

4

A Forum for the Future project

Refit West aims to support 
private homeowners to private homeowners to 

retro-fit their properties –
demonstrating a scalable

delivery mechanism

survey and recommendations

select measures, 
value and schedule

detailed design works

firm quotes / tender

works contracted and 
scheduled

work successfully carried 
out!

Reports available online:
R fi Wwww.RefitWest.org
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